2002 REPORT OF THE COLLECTOR

INTRODUCTION

I thank the residents, taxpayers, and town officials for their help and understanding for the nearly three years I have been Ashby’s Collector.  I especially appreciate the dedicated efforts of the Board of Assessors and Regional Assessor for their assistance.  The Assessors’ perseverance makes it possible to mail the real estate, personal property, and motor vehicle tax bills in a timely manner.

For nearly all of 2002, there were delays and inconveniences in the Collector’s office and other departments which use Town Hall due to the renovations required to enable the physically challenged total access to the building.  All of the offices have had heat, light and electrical improvements and a new elevator, which accesses all floors, has been installed.

SCHOOLING

I attended the Massachusetts Collectors and Treasurers Association annual school held at the University of Massachusetts in Amherst, MA again last fall.  If I attend the Collector’s school next year, I may have the opportunity to apply for my MCTA Collector Certification.  

GOALS

My primary goal has always been to close out as many Commitments as possible.  This year, I have successfully closed all of the real estate commitments through FY2001 and the personal property commitments through FY1998.  I am still working on motor vehicle commitments as far back as 1986.  The results are reflected in the chart at the end of this report

MOTOR VEHICLE ABATEMENTS & REFUNDS

As printed on the back of the tax bill, whenever a taxpayer needs to abate a Motor Vehicle Excise bill or request a refund, state law requires they contact the Assessors’ office.  If you receive an excise bill for a vehicle you no longer own, you must abate or pay it.  If you ignore a motor vehicle excise bill, you will be marked at the RMV which will prohibit the renewal of your registration and/or driver’s license.  

YOU DID NOT RECEIVE A BILL?

Real Estate and Personal Property tax bills are printed with the owner of record and address as supplied by the Assessors.  Whenever possible, I try to forward the bill to the current owner.  Motor Vehicle Excise bill addresses are supplied by the Registry of Motor Vehicles.  By State law, the owner is responsible for the tax payment even if a bill is not received.  For assistance, come to the office or telephone 978 386-2427 extension 13 between 9:00 – 12:00, Monday - Friday.

DELINQUENT REAL ESTATE TAXES

The Collector performs a Tax Taking on real estate with delinquent taxes.  As is required under Massachusetts General Law, whenever real estate taxes are not paid by the due date of a Demand bill, a Tax Taking will be initiated.  A Delinquency Notice is first mailed, followed by an Advertising Notice, an advertisement in a local paper, and finally the Tax Taking.

A Tax Taking places a lien on the property and is recorded at the Registry of Deeds in Cambridge, MA.  This lien includes the tax, the 14% Collector’s interest and any fees due the Collector. After the Tax Taking, the Treasurer begins foreclosure proceedings.  The Treasurer is required to charge interest at 16% on the total debt until it is paid or foreclosed upon.

PERSONAL PROPERTY & MOTOR VEHICLE DELINQUENT TAXES

The collection of the remaining personal property and several hundred old motor vehicle delinquent taxes is in process. Many people who received the motor vehicle notices several years ago neglected to respond.  I am in the process of having the Board of Assessors abate the excise bills for the people I cannot locate. For the remaining bills, an Ashby By-law requires I refuse to sign permits whenever taxes are due.  Also, Massachusetts General Law Chapter 60 Section 29 allows the Collector to request a hearing in a local district court.  The court should issue a summons requiring that person to appear and submit to an examination relative to his property and ability to pay and as to whether the tax, interest charges and fees are owed.  If the court finds that the debt is owed and there is sufficient property and an ability to pay, it will render a decision.  These procedures should eventually result in more of the delinquent personal property and motor vehicle excise taxes being paid. 

COLLECTOR’S RECEIVABLES

The following chart reflects the Collector’s receivables for the year 2002.  

These are the tax amounts that were due the town on 01/01/02 and on 12/31/02.

Year       01/01/02      12/31/02    01/01/02   12/31/02     01/01/02      12/31/02

            Real Estate  Real Estate   Pers Prop  Pers Prop  MV Excise  MV Excise

2003                --        56,590.76*         --         512.46*           --                  --

2002     78,851.56       2,870.20       874.61       87.12              --        11,572.31

2001       9,143.12                --         587.97       82.44     21,538.81      3,714.17

2000       3,331.34                --         242.54       28.36       3,475.67      1,482.61

1999          260.92                --           21.62         5.30       2,366.98         942.61

1998          244.86                --           12.98           --          1,017.51        967.93

1997          201.54                --                --             --            924.38         792.61

1996                --                  --                --             --          1,841.68     1,710.53

1995                --                  --                --             --          1,150.42     1,150.42

1994                --                  --                --             --          4,288.43     4,110.93

1993                --                  --                --             --          1,810.84     1,810.84

1992                --                  --                --             --          4,347.68     1,519.91

1991                --                  --                --             --          4,679.93     4,467.43

1990                --                  --                --             --          3,243.53     3,246.45

1989                --                  --                --             --          7,413.46     7,319.71

1988                --                  --                --             --          3,802.51     1,060.51

1987                --                  --                --             --          8,016.37     3,968.74

1986                --                  --                --             --          8,387.96     3,401.93

             92,033.34     59,460.96     1,739.72    715.68     78,306.16    53,239.64

*   2003 Real Estate and Personal Property do not include taxes due May 1st.

Respectfully submitted, 

Lee Mikkola, Collector

31
32

