“Cleaning Up After Your Dog”
In the continuing series from the Ashby Conservation Commission describing simple steps everyone can take to help protect the water quality, we will discuss cleaning up after your dog.

Poop pollutes.  Lots of dogs live in the area and their waste is a health risk when deposited on streets and lawns.  It can be washed down storm drains and end up in our brooks, streams and rivers, and lakes and ponds.  The bacteria, together with other pollutants, can make the water unsafe for swimming and cause health hazards for humans and aquatic life.  It may be difficult to picture how one dog depositing a small amount of animal water here and there can result in potential water pollution, but studies have shown that the cumulative impact of water from all the pets, livestock, and resident waterfowl with a watershed can have a significant impact on water quality. Here’s how to take care of your pet’s poop without polluting your neighborhood and its water quality:

· When walking your dog, bring a small trowel or “pooper-scooper” and a plastic bag.

· Make sure our pet does not pee directly on the pavement.

· After your pet does its business, scoop the poop and place it in the bag.  Tie shut until you get home.

· Flush the poop down the toilet or place the bag in your garbage can.

· It’s not just your dog!  Feeding ducks and geese may seem harmless but, in fact, can be a nuisance to people and harmful to our water.  Feeding waterfowl causes them to become dependent on humans.  This, in turn, creates unnaturally high populations and problems in our parks and lakes.  Waterfowl waster can pollute our water with harmful bacteria.

Cleaning up after your dog and not feeding wildfowl you help preserve water quality, protecting fish and wildlife habitats.  You also make your neighborhood more enjoyable.

