
Battling Sprawl 



Losing Ground Beyond the Footprint – Patterns of development and their 
impact on the nature of Massachusetts, Mass Audubon, May 2009 



 Ashby is a town "wanting to protect itself from 
drowning in sprawl and suburbanization"¹

 Top 2 of the 6 Open Space Plan goals:

 To protect the rural character of the town¹

 To protect our natural resources: water, forests, 
fields and wildlife¹

¹ Ashby Open Space and Recreation Plan



American Farmland Trust - Farming on the Edge Report, 2002
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 Less farms in MA in 2007 than 2002

 Every single minute of every day, America loses two 
acres of farmland.

 Losing the best land—most fertile and productive—
the fastest.
 Hayfields and cropland are the easiest to develop

 No Farms, No Food

 Local farms provide locally grown food and products

 Why no farmer’s market on the Common? Ashby 
farmers have a production problem not a customer 
problem.¹

 Less than a dozen remaining small farms in Ashby

¹ Q & A Ashby Local meeting



 “…results show that delivering services to residential 
development almost always costs more than the community can 
expect to realize in taxes and other benefits. “¹

 Cost of Community Services Studies
 Revenue  – expenditure = fiscal impact
 “Revenue” from Residential land use is property taxes
 “Expenses” for Residential land use are education, safety (fire & 

police), highway, etc. 

 Average COCS in MA for Residential land use is 1:1.12 – 1:1.15;  so 
for every $1 of revenue collected, between $1.12 - $1.15 is spent on 
Expenses

 Education is the largest expense for Residential land use in 
Ashby: 
 $9,753.81 per student in 2008²
 $2,913,054.65 Total Education FY09 Ashby budget³

¹The Trust for Public Land, Conservation: An Investment That Pays, 2009 

²Northern Middlesex Regional School District /MA DOE

³Appropriated FY09 column from atm_fy10_budget.xls , Ashby Town Website
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