
Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Annual Town Meeting

Middlesex, ss:

To: Constable of the Town of Ashby in said County:

Greeting:

In the name of the Commonwealth, you are hereby directed to notify and warn the inhabitants of the
Town of Ashby, qualified to vote in elections and town affairs, to meet at the Elementary School
Auditorium in said Ashby, Saturday, May 5, 2012 at 9:30 a.m. to act on the following articles:

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING ARTICLES

Article 1. To see if the Town will vote to elect all other town officers not required to be on the
official ballot.
Finance Committee action: √ Approved Disapproved No Action

Brief Explanation: This article allows the voters at Town Meeting to elect officials to open elected
positions that are not filled at the time of the Town Meeting. This typically consists of a Field Driver, but
could be any other open position.

Article 2. To see if the Town will vote to hear the reports of the various town officials and
committees.
Finance Committee action: √ Approved Disapproved No Action

Brief Explanation: In response to this motion, the Town Moderator usually asks if the Town Meeting will
vote to dispense with the reading of all the annual reports that are written and included in the Town Annual
Report.

Article 3. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Treasurer to borrow funds as necessary in
anticipation of revenue, in accordance with Chapter 44, Sections 23 to 27 of the Massachusetts
General Laws, or take any action thereon.
Finance Committee action: √ Approved Disapproved No Action

Brief Explanation: This article allows the Town Treasurer to take out short term loans throughout the
fiscal year if necessary to address cash flow timing issues.

Article 4. To see if the Town will vote to accept the following sums in trust; the income therefrom
to be expended for the perpetual care of lots as follows:

Glenwood Cemetery

Amount Name Ave. Lot Section

$200.00 Elissa E. Stuart C 30 Lyman
$200.00 Judith Debrecini E 19 Lyman
$200.00 Steven & Marlene Plante E 20 Lyman
$800.00 Christabalina Rivera C 33 Lyman
$400.00 Elmer S. Fitzgerald, Jr. E 1 Lyman II
$400.00 Corine M. Rainville 67B Section 1
$400.00 Neil & Deborah Kaplan D 7A Lyman
$400.00 Paul & Sheila Gerry E 28 Lyman
$200.00 Richard & Dianne Anderson E 2 Lyman II
$800.00 Richard Lundberg 101 Section 1

, or take any action thereon.
Finance Committee action: √ Approved Disapproved No Action

Brief Explanation: The Cemetery Commissioners are responsible to report all monies collected



from the sale of lots for perpetual care during the year so that the voters at Town Meeting can
formally accept the funds for the Town.

Article 5. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the renewal of the Cemetery Burial and
Foundations Revolving Fund in accordance with Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 44,
Section 53E½, to receive monies collected for burials, said funds to be expended by the Cemetery
Commissioners to pay for said burials to be performed, for grave foundations and for general
cemetery maintenance and improvements; with expenditures not to exceed $10,000, or to take
any action thereon.
Finance Committee action: √ Approved Disapproved No Action

Brief Explanation: This motion asks the voters to renew their authority to the Cemetery Commissioners to
maintain a revolving account for the specific purpose of maintaining the cemeteries.

Article 6. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the renewal of the Library Books Revolving
Fund in accordance with Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 44, Section 53E½, to receive
monies collected for book late fees and replacement fees, said funds to be expended by the
Library Trustees to pay for book and media repairs, replacements, supplies and expenses; with
expenditures not to exceed $3,000, or to take any action thereon.
Finance Committee action: √ Approved Disapproved No Action

Brief Explanation: This motion asks the voters to renew their authority to the Library Trustees to
maintain a revolving account for the specific purpose of maintaining library books and media.

Article 7. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Council on Aging Newsletter Revolving
Fund in accordance with Massachusetts General Law, Chapter 44 Section 53E½, to receive
monies collected from advertising within the Monthly Newsletter, said funds to be expended by
the Council on Aging to pay for the costs of printing and mailing monthly newsletter with
expenditures not to exceed $5,000, or to take any action thereon.
Finance Committee action: √ Approved Disapproved No Action

Brief Explanation: This motion asks the voters to authorize the Council on Aging to maintain a revolving
account for the specific purpose of paying the costs of printing and mailing the Council on Aging newsletter.

Article 8. To see if the Town will vote to appropriate all funds which become available in the Fiscal
Year 2013 from the Commonwealth of Massachusetts Department of Highways, Chapter 90
Bond Issue proceeds, to be used by the Highway Department for the repair and maintenance of
town roads in conformance with Massachusetts General Laws, or to take any action thereon.
Finance Committee action: √ Approved Disapproved No Action

Brief Explanation: This article asks the voters to formally accept the state funding granted to the
Town for road work.

Article 9. To see if the Town will vote to accept Massachusetts General Law Chapter 41 Section
108P requiring that a collector or a treasurer who has been awarded proper certification by the
Massachusetts Collectors and Treasurers Association shall receive additional compensation in an
amount equal to 10% of such regular annual compensation, but not more than $1,000.00 per year.
A collector or treasurer who has been awarded both certificates referred to above shall receive
such additional compensation for only one such certificate. Such additional compensation shall
be discontinued when certification is discontinued or withdrawn, or to take any action thereon.
Finance Committee action: √ Approved Disapproved No Action

Brief Explanation: This warrant article accepts the provisions of MGL Chapter 41, Section 108P.

Article 10. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate a sum of money to operate the Solid
Waste Department Recycling Center and Transfer Station for the fiscal year, FY2013 beginning
July 1, 2012, or take any action thereon.
Finance Committee action: √ Approved Disapproved No Action



Brief Explanation: This article is the proposed annual budget of the Recycling Center and Transfer
Station (RCTS) for FY13.

Article 11. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate and/or appropriate by transfer from
available funds such sums of money as may be necessary to defray the expenses of the Town for
the fiscal year commencing July 1, 2012 and to set the salaries of elected officials, or take any
action thereon.
Finance Committee action: √ Approved Disapproved No Action

Department FY11 FY 12 FY13

Actual Budget Recommend

Administration $ 60,449.54 $ 45,516.22 $ 46,656.71

Town Administrator $ - $ 54,303.95 $ 55,933.07

Finance Committee $ 50,888.13 $ 42,000.00 $ 25,500.00

Town Accountant $ 37,641.67 $ 61,416.95 $ 63,554.82

Board of Assessors $ 33,330.70 $ 38,238.32 $ 39,216.47

Treasurer $ 32,127.62 $ 33,515.24 $ 35,225.08

Tax Collector $ 44,390.92 $ 45,629.64 $ 47,536.17

Legal $ 32,866.20 $ 37,000.00 $ 25,000.00

IT Expenses $ 10,880.81 $ 17,500.00 $ 27,500.00

Town Clerk $ 46,493.78 $ 52,193.97 $ 53,434.68

Town Reports $ 1,395.25 $ 2,600.00 $ 1,600.00

Conservation Commission $ 1,470.28 $ 1,523.00 $ 1,523.00

Planning $ 551.51 $ 750.00 $ 750.00

Zoning $ 500.00 $ 500.00 $ 500.00

Land Use $ 8,308.69 $ 11,339.16 $ 11,405.74

Town Office $ 36,474.45 $ 43,470.00 $ 43,470.00

Town Clock $ 500.00 $ 500.00 $ 500.00

Municipal Buildings $ 6,970.18 $ 13,337.60 $ 13,437.73

Police $ 460,000.65 $ 524,613.00 $ 544,609.45

Fire $ 137,428.88 $ 145,054.48 $ 151,646.16

Waste Oil $ 2,088.12 $ 2,380.80 $ 2,412.01

EMS $ 46,754.34 $ 49,306.83 $ 52,515.39

Emergency Management $ 1,500.00 $ 1,600.00 $ 1,620.00

E-911 $ 95.55 $ 100.00 $ 100.00

Hazardous Waste Coor. Stipend $ 329.21 $ 335.79 $ 345.86

Building Inspector $ 10,437.40 $ 11,125.51 $ 11,432.04

Plumbing Inspector $ 5,925.12 $ 6,158.68 $ 6,339.99

Electrical Inspector $ 6,395.13 $ 6,671.68 $ 6,424.99

Dog Officer $ 13,823.24 $ 15,230.46 $ 15,642.37

Emergency Dispatch $ 148,531.49 $ 149,678.85 $ 154,283.04

Monty Tech $ 289,032.01 $ 316,895.00 $ 318,059.00

NMRSD $ 2,608,063.00 $ 2,611,900.00 $2,670,751.78

Highway $ 291,117.71 $ 314,237.77 $ 321,425.90

Snow & Ice $ 157,832.66 $ 93,000.00 $ 93,000.00

Street Lights $ 704.72 $ 800.00 $ 800.00

Tree Warden $ 1,200.00 $ 1,214.00 $ 2,800.00

Cemetery $ 7,674.74 $ 10,334.64 $ 10,584.68

Board of Health $ 16,248.09 $ 18,282.00 $ 18,282.00

Animal Inspector $ 400.00 $ 408.00 $ 420.24

Council on Aging $ 1,617.70 $ 3,475.00 $ 3,538.00

Veterans' Services $ 12,955.74 $ 16,681.29 $ 17,231.73

Library $ 74,075.03 $ 72,539.76 $ 82,514.17

Band Concerts $ 3,098.00 $ 3,098.00 $ 7,500.00



July 3rd $ 1,200.00 $ 1,200.00 $ 1,200.00

Allen Field $ 925.00 $ 925.00 $ 1,200.00

Town Common $ 787.11 $ 800.00 $ 3,200.00

Debt Service $ - $ 4,000.00 $ 1,000.00

RMV Non Renewal $ 2,580.00 $ 2,580.00 $ 2,580.00

Air Pollution $ 772.00 $ 801.00 $ 801.00

Mont RTA $ 5,462.00 $ 7,174.00 $ 7,180.00

MBTA Assessment $ 13,055.00 $ 12,148.00 $ 12,150.00

Middlesex Retirement $ 154,379.73 $ 153,862.00 $ 150,810.00

Unemployment $ 2,525.59 $ 20,000.00 $ 20,000.00

Employee Ins. Benefits $ 210,278.04 $ 276,101.16 $ 309,880.53

Workers Compensation $ 11,731.55 $ 13,268.62 $ 13,666.68

Insurance P & C $ 65,474.82 $ 78,991.46 $ 80,000.00

FICA $ 18,381.59 $ 20,448.65 $ 21,028.65

Total Operating $ 5,190,120.69 $ 5,468,755.48 $5,611,719.13

Setting of Elected Salaries under Article 11:

a.Town Clerk: $29,250.60
b.Town Collector: $32,124.17
c.Town Treasurer: $25,399.08 (Includes $1,000 certification stipend)

Brief Explanation: This article will establish a departmental budget that has been proposed by the
Finance Committee and the Board of Selectmen after careful deliberation.

Article 12. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, or
borrow a sum of money for the operating budget of the North Middlesex Regional School
District, in addition to the sum voted under Article 11 for said operating budget, provided that no
funds shall be expended and no bonds shall be issued unless the Town has first voted at an
election to exempt this expenditure from the provisions of Proposition 2½, so called, and further
provided that the Town of Pepperell and/or the Town of Townsend also votes to approve and
fund its proportional share of such additional appropriations, or act in relation thereto.
Finance Committee action: Approved Disapproved √ No Action

Brief Explanation: This article represents the additional monies requested by North Middlesex Regional
School District over and above the proportional new growth and tax levy monies and will require one other
town to vote the budget at the same level.

Article 13. To see if the Town will vote to adopt the “Stretch Energy Code” set forth in the State
Building Code at 780 CMR 115.AA (i.e., Appendix 115.AA), as may be amended from time to
time, and to enact Article XVIII of the Town of Ashby By-laws as set forth below:

Article XVIII - Stretch Energy Code

Section 1 - Adoption

The Town of Ashby has adopted the provisions of 780 CMR 115.AA (i.e., Appendix
115.AA of the State Building Code or the “Stretch Energy Code”), as may be amended
from time to time, in place of the provisions set forth under 780 CMR 13.00, 34.00, 61.00
and 93.00.

Section 2 - Purpose

The purpose of the Stretch Energy Code shall be to provide the Town with a more energy
efficient alternative to the base energy code otherwise set forth under the State Building
Code.



or take any other action relative thereto.
Finance Committee action: √ Approved Disapproved No Action

Brief Explanation: This article will regulate the design and construction of buildings for the effective use
of energy.

Article 14. To see if the town will vote to amend the zoning bylaw by inserting the following after
section 8 and re-numbering succeeding sections consecutively, or take any action thereon:

SECTION 9: OVERLAY DISTRICTS

9.1 Ashby Village Center Zoning Overlay District

9.1.1 Intent and Purpose

The vitality and diversity of the Ashby village center benefits the general health and welfare of its
residents and the community generally by fulfilling existing commercial, residential, transportation,
civic, cultural and employment needs. Therefore, the Town implements this bylaw and designates a
zoning district as the Ashby Village Center Overlay District to encourage economic and residential
growth that fits the character of the Town. The purposes of the Ashby Village Center Overlay
District are to:

9.1.1.1 Build upon the historic development patterns in the existing village center in the spirit
of village centers throughout the New England region in order to create attractive, walkable
neighborhoods;

9.1.1.2 Encourage adaptive reuse of abandoned, vacant, or underutilized buildings or
structures where appropriate;

9.1.1.3 Allow for a mix of new and existing land uses that are appropriate to both the needs of
the community and the scale and visual character of surrounding neighborhoods;

9.1.1.4 Maintain the traditional design character throughout the district.

9.1.2 Establishment

The Village Center Overlay District is hereby established and consists of those areas so designated
and shown on the map designated as "Zoning Map, Village Center Overlay District, Town of
Ashby, Massachusetts, Ashby Planning Board" on file with the Town Clerk and dated April 1,
2012.

9.1.3 Definitions

9.1.3.1 FORMULA BUSINESS: The term “formula business” refers to a particular type of
service-oriented chain establishment. It is a type of retail sales establishment, restaurant,
tavern, bar, or takeout food establishment which is under common ownership or control or is a
franchise, and is one of 14 or more other businesses or establishments worldwide maintaining
three or more of the following features:

9.1.3.1.1 Standardized menu or standardized array of merchandise with 50% or more of
in-stock merchandise from a single distributor bearing uniform markings;

9.1.3.1.2 Trademark or service mark, defined as a word, phrase, symbol or design, or a
combination of words, phrases, symbols or designs that identifies and distinguishes the
source of the goods of one party from those of others, on products or as part of store
design;

9.1.3.1.3 Standardized color scheme used throughout the interior or exterior of the
establishment; and

9.1.3.1.4 Standardized uniform including but not limited to aprons, pants, shirts, smocks



or dresses, hat.

9.1.3.2 PUBLIC SPACE: In the context of an application for a Village Center Overlay
District Special Permit, this term denotes open areas set aside for use by the public as part of a
coordinated site development process.

9.1.3.3 WINDOW SPACE: The amount of transparent window space that occupies a
building façade including standard street level windows and doorway windows.

9.1.4 Authority

The Planning Board shall act as the administering authority for any Site Plan Review procedure
associated with this bylaw according to Section 12.5, Site Plan Special Permits. The Planning
Board shall also serve as the Special Permit Granting Authority for any use that requires a Special
Permit in the underlying district, any use requiring a Special Permit pursuant to Section 9.1.5, and
any applicant seeking an Ashby Village Center Overlay District (AVCOD) Special Permit subject
to Section 9.1.10. Where standards or other requirements listed as part of this overlay district may
conflict with those in the underlying district, the overlay provisions shall apply.

9.1.4.1 Applicability

The Ashby Village Center Overlay District bylaw shall apply to:

a. Construction of a new commercial or mixed use structure on a vacant lot.

b. Construction of a commercial accessory structure of more than 500 square feet on a lot.

c. Conversion of a residential property to a commercial use or mixed use.

d. Conversion of a single-family home into a structure with 3 or more apartments or

dwelling units within it or on the same lot.

e. Any other projects requiring application for an Ashby Village Center Overlay District

special permit.

9.1.5 Use Provision

9.1.5.1 Permitted Uses: The following uses are allowed by-right subject to any Site Plan
Review requirements listed in Section 12.5 and all applicable density and design provisions
listed in this bylaw.

9.1.5.1.1 Single-family homes and their permitted accessory uses;
9.1.5.1.2 Civic uses;
9.1.5.1.3 General retail sales of 2,500 sq.ft. or less;
9.1.5.1.4 Bank, business or professional offices.

9.1.5.2 Special Permit Uses: The following uses are allowed in the Ashby Village Center
Overlay District only through the granting of a Special Permit by the Planning Board pursuant
to the procedures outlined in Section 12.3, Special Permits.

9.1.5.2.1 General retail sales in excess of 2,500 sq.ft. of floor space;
9.1.5.2.2 Apartments above non-residential uses (rental units);
9.1.5.2.3 Dwelling units above non-residential uses (ownership units);
9.1.5.2.4 Coffee shop or cafés;
9.1.5.2.5 Art galleries;
9.1.5.2.6 Personal services (including consumer repair services);
9.1.5.2.7 Restaurants and eateries
9.1.5.2.8 Bed and breakfast inn;



9.1.5.2.9 Outdoor seating associated with restaurants or cafés subject to applicable
licensing requirements;

9.1.5.2.10 Cinema or performance theatre with a maximum of one screen or stage;
9.1.5.2.11 Agriculture, horticulture, floriculture, viticulture, permaculture on less than

five (5) acres;
9.1.5.2.12 Outdoor markets subject to applicable licensing requirements;
9.1.5.2.13 Health or athletic club (limited to 5000 sq.ft. or less);
9.1.5.2.14 Mixed-uses, wherein a combination of permitted and/or special permit uses

are allowed in the same building, structure, or lot;

9.1.5.3 Prohibited Uses:

9.1.5.3.1 Formula businesses as defined in section 9.3.1;
9.1.5.3.2 Sale of motor vehicles;
9.1.5.3.3 On-premises sale of fuel;
9.1.5.3.4 All uses not permitted by right or by special permit in this section or the
underlying district.

9.1.6 Dimensional Requirements
Dimensional standards not mentioned herein must meet the requirements of the underlying zoning
district.

9.1.6.1 Minimum Setbacks for Residential, Non-residential and Mixed Use Buildings: forty
(40) feet

9.1.6.2 Height Limitations for Non-residential and Mixed Use: Building height for mixed use
or non-residential use shall not exceed thirty-five (35) feet from the sill or lowest point of
egress and no building shall have more than three (3) stories.

9.1.7 Landscape Requirements

Landscaping shall provide for the maximum vegetated space possible after meeting other
requirements of this section. Standards are found in the Ashby Village Center Overlay District
regulations.

9.1.8 Parking Requirements

The base parking standards for the underlying Zoning Districts shall apply to individual uses in the
Ashby Village Center Overlay District. As part of a Site Plan Approval or Special Permit process
within this overlay district, the applicant may request reductions to minimum requirements or
alternative methods for meeting the required parking. Available innovative parking strategies
include:

9.1.8.1 Shared On-Site Parking

9.1.8.1.1 Non-competing Uses. In mixed-use developments, applicants may propose a
reduction in parking requirements based on an analysis of peak demands for
noncompeting uses. Up to 75% of the requirements for the predominant use may be
waived by the Planning Board if the applicant can demonstrate that the peak demands for
two uses do not overlap.

9.1.8.1.2 Competing Uses. In mixed-use developments, applicants may propose a
reduction in parking requirements where peak demands do overlap. In these cases, the
Planning Board may reduce the parking requirements of the predominant use by up to
30%.

9.1.8.2 Off-Site Parking: Separate from, or in conjunction with Shared Parking
provisions, an applicant may use off-site parking to satisfy their parking requirements in
accordance with the following conditions:



9.1.8.2.1 Off-site parking shall be within five hundred (500) feet of the property for
which it is being requested.

9.1.8.2.2 Off-site parking spaces provided by a separate private property owner shall be
subject to a legally binding agreement that will be presented to the Planning Board as a
condition of the Special Permit. Where an agreement shall expire within a specified
timeline, the applicant or current property owner shall continue to provide evidence to the
Zoning Enforcement Agent that the agreement has been extended.

9.1.9 Design Standards

Design Standards for the development and redevelopment of commercial buildings:

Buildings shall be constructed in a manner consistent with the traditional historic designs existing
in the district. The historic designs in the district include wood and/or brick siding, prominent
corner boards, vertical windows with divided lites, embellished main entries, pitched roofs with
multiple gables and brick chimneys. The design standards shall apply to those portions of the
building seen from the street. The Planning Board may, following a public hearing, develop
regulations further elaborating on these traditional design features. The regulations must allow for
flexible design in incorporating the historic design features.

9.1.10 Ashby Village Center Overlay District Special Permit

Applicants may apply for, and the Planning Board may grant, an Ashby Village Center Overlay
District (AVCOD) Special Permit subject to the following provisions:

9.1.10.1 Purpose: In addition to those purposes listed in Section 9.1.1 of this bylaw, the
purpose of an AVCOD Special Permit is to provide the opportunity to develop pockets of
higher density, coordinated mixed use developments that include a diverse use profile and act
as centers of culture, commerce, and social and community activity within the overlay district.

9.1.10.2 Mixed Uses Encouraged: Applicants for an AVCOD Special Permit are encouraged
to provide for a mix of uses for both new construction and reconstruction. Uses that can be
mixed in one building shall comply with the provisions of Section 9.1.5.1 Permitted Uses,
and/or Section 9.1.5.2 Special Permit Uses, of this section. In general, for multi-story
buildings, the Planning Board encourages non-residential uses on the ground floor and
residences in the floors above.

9.1.10.3 Frontage: As part of an AVCOD Special Permit application, the Planning Board
may authorize reduced frontage as low as fifty (50) feet when it is determined that the reduced
frontage will not be detrimental to the established or future character of the neighborhoods and
town and subject to appropriate conditions or safeguards if deemed necessary.

9.1.10.4 Additional Design Standards: In addition to those design standards listed in Section
9.1.8 of this bylaw, applications for an AVCOD Special Permit shall also meet the following
standards:

9.1.10.4.1 Signs

9.1.10.4.1.1 One sign of one or two sides no larger than 30 sq. ft per side. No
electric signs of any type will be permitted except those illuminated by stationary
floodlight.

9.1.10.4.1.2 Directory signs may be permitted as part of a VCOD Special Permit
application where several non-residential operations are accessed through a common
vehicular entrance. Such signs shall not exceed twenty (20) square feet and each
tenant shall be allowed a maximum of five (5) square feet to display the company or
agency name.



9.1.10.4.2 Site Design

9.1.10.4.2.1 Buildings shall be arranged in a manner that optimizes the ability of
residents and consumers to access public spaces and pedestrian amenities.

9.1.10.4.2.2 Buildings shall be oriented toward each other in a way that minimizes
conflicts between pedestrians and automobiles.

9.1.10.4.2.3 Public space shall be designed as a public gathering place. Public areas
shall be located in a manner that connects buildings to each other and to public
sidewalks without interruption from parking areas or automobile travel lanes to the
greatest practicable extent.

9.1.10.4.2.4 Features that may be used to create open space areas acceptable to the
Planning Board may include, without limitation, fixed benches, fixed tables,
fountains, pathways, bikeways, bicycle racks, period lighting, shade trees, perennial
gardens, picnic areas, and/or trash receptacles.

9.1.10.4.3 Application Process and Requirements

9.1.10.4.3.1 Applicants for an AVCOD Special Permit shall comply with the Special
Permit Procedures outlined in Section 12.3 and shall provide all applicable
information for a Full Site Plan Review pursuant to Section 12.5.

9.1.10.4.4 Decision: The Planning Board may approve an application for an AVCOD
Special Permit with those conditions specified in this bylaw pursuant to the following
criteria:

9.1.10.4.4.1 Proposed development is consistent with the purposes listed in Section
9.1 and Section 9.1.10.1 of this bylaw;

9.1.10.4.4.2 All applicable standards for use, parking and dimensional requirements
are met;

9.1.10.4.4.3 All applicable design standards listed in Section 9.1.9 are met;

9.1.10.4.4.4 All applicable additional design standards listed in Section 9.1.10.4.1
are met;

9.1.10.4.5 Where multiple structures are proposed, the site design reflects a thoughtful
arrangement of elements that will facilitate the movement of pedestrians between
structures through the use of sidewalks, internal walkways, alleys or public space features
as required in Section 9.1.10.4.2

9.1.11 Severability

If any section or provision of this bylaw is held invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, the
remainder of the bylaw shall not be affected thereby.

9.1.12 Conflict With Other Laws

All development activities within the AVCOD shall comply with all applicable laws, regulations,
and standards of the town. In the event of a conflict between this bylaw and any section of the
zoning bylaw the provisions of this bylaw shall control, provided that they are consistent with state
and federal law.

Finance Committee action: √ Approved Disapproved No Action

Brief Explanation: This article amends the Zoning Bylaw to create a Village Center District.

Article 15. To see if the town will vote to amend the zoning bylaw by amending section 5.3.3.1 to
read “Setback from Street Center 50 feet” and delete section 5.3.3.2, or take any action thereon.



Finance Committee action: √ Approved Disapproved No Action

Brief Explanation: This article amends the Zoning Bylaw to modify setbacks in the Residential District.

Article 16. To see if the Town will vote, pursuant to G.L. c.164, §134(a), to authorize the Board of
Selectmen to initiate the process to aggregate the electric load of interested electricity
consumers within the Town of Ashby and enter into agreements for services to facilitate the
sale and purchase of electric energy and other related services, or to take any other action
relative thereto.
Finance Committee action: √ Approved Disapproved No Action

Brief Explanation: The article will authorize the Selectmen to negotiate and enter into an agreement to
contract for power supply independently.

Article 17. To see if the Town will vote to approve the borrowing authorized by the North
Middlesex Regional School district, for the purpose of paying costs of conducting a feasibility
study to examine that possible construction of a new high school, expected to be located at 19
Main Street, Townsend, or the possible remodeling and rehabilitation of the current high
school, also located at 19 Main Street, Townsend, including the payment of all costs incidental
and related thereto (the “Study”), and for which the District may be eligible for a school
construction grant from the Massachusetts School Building Authority (“MSBA”), said amount
to be expended at the direction of the School Building Committee. The MSBA’s grant program
is a non-entitlement, discretionary program based on need, as determined by the MSBA, and
any Study costs the District incurs in excess of any grant approved by and received from the
MSBA shall be the sole responsibility of the District and its member municipalities, provided
that no funds shall be expended and no bonds shall be issued unless the Town has voted at an
election to exempt this expenditure from the provisions of Proposition 2½, so called. Any grant
that the District may receive from the MSBA for the Study shall be as set forth in the
Feasibility Study Agreement that may be executed between the District and the MSBA.
Finance Committee action: √ Approved Disapproved No Action

Brief Explanation: This article has been recommended by the North Middlesex School District as
directed by the Massachusetts School Building Authority for the borrowing for the feasibility study.



And you are hereby directed to serve this warrant by posting an attested copy in at least three (3) public
places in said Ashby seven (7) days at least before holding of said meeting. Hereof, fail not, and make
due return of this warrant with your doings thereon, to the Town Clerk at the time and place of meeting
aforesaid.

Given under our hands this 11th day of April, 2012.

Peter McMurray, Chair Dan Meunier, Procurement Joe Casey, Clerk

ASHBY BOARD OF SELECTMEN

By virtue of this precept, I have posted three (3) attested copies of the foregoing warrant in three (3)
public places in said Ashby at least seven days before the time of said Annual Town Meeting.

Date: April 12, 2012 ___________________________________
William Davis

Constable of Ashby






